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Global inequities are most emphasized through the narratives of the most negiected peopie in society. Thus, to properiy “deveiop” the
giobai south we need to study the harsh realities ofwoman—identifying peopie of color in unstable states. This chesis will aim to demand that

the inequities of women identifying peopie, speciﬁcaiiy in South Africa, are combated through the reformation of the built environment.

To learn more about what peopie think about iiving inJohannesburg, a range of ethnographic rescarch was conducted, inciuding interviews
with peopie who have lived or are iiving in south africa, reading stories shared online, Watching documentaries, and taiking to professors
and shelter leaders inJohannesburg. Some common themes [ saw that surprised me were fear wichin home, fear of being alone, and fear of

PCOpiC that arc known Ell’lCi U’U.StCCi.

For the design phase it was important that the needs of individuals are met, without the architecture being prescriptive or making
probiematic assumptions. In order to create a system thatis less static, [ wanted to experiment with creating an architectural neework within
a city that provides peopie with the agency to create their own space. Instead of designing a singie buiiding, [ wanted to design the basis for

PCOpiC to bulid ti]Cil’ own network and safe spacesi
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tializing safety

The historic context of South Africa reveals many instances of instability that have resulted in massive gendcr,
race and economic incquitics. The fragiiity of the South African government paircd with the traumatic past
of Aparthcid is visible in the current economic system. Where a minority of the population participates in
a capitalist hcavy, giobai cconomy, the majority contributes through low wage labor. There is a hcavy divide

between the socioeconomic groups within Souch Africa.

This dualist system, aiong with other factors such as unhf:althy pub]ic sentiment towards women, lack of
women empowerment, and economic repression has led to another crisis of increased hate crimes directed
towards women. A study from gcndcr links showed that about half of the woman idcntifying population, of
the Gautcng region of South Africa, are prcdictcd to have cxpcricnccd some form of violence. There is a high

iCVCi ofrccordcd ViOiCI’lCC, YCt ascvere lack OFFCSOUICCS, SU.Ch as shcitcrs and spaccs OFI’CFUgC.

Violence can be physica], sexual, emotional, financial, or structural. And it can manifest icself through different

manipuiativc methods. Different forms of violence results in varied trauma on the pcopic bcing violated.

Pcopic who cxpcricncc violence are going to have different needs, because rcsuiting trauma from acts of

violence will vary person to person. This definition of violence will lacer hcip determine the mcaning of safcty.

Gender Inequity

Racial Inequity

Apﬂr[bm'd Femicide

south africa background



50% Women Identifying People have experienced Intimate Partner Violence

40% Women Identifying People have experienced some form of physical assault

* 13% Women Identifying Peoplé have experienced economic violence
 13% Women Identifying People have experienced sexual violence
', 15% Women Identifying People have experienced rape/attempted rape

Defined by the World Health Organization as: the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or
actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, which cither results in or has a high

likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelop
sexual I financial
hitting unwanted: verbal abuse controlling §
spitting at groping isolation interfering in job
beating molestation controlling ~ exploting resources
acid arrack cat calling invalidation - limiting access
starvation assault blackmail stealing/hiding $
innudeno chaotic behavior taking money
superiority
DISCLAIMER: i it imi inatie miris Itcan ifest d also
be ¥ ighlightsare based on i defined my chesis
sexual financial
barriers therapy invisible protection economic programs
new home self defense new community shops/ markets
quick new space visible protection societal escape education spaces
building categories
program sensory community
defense
therapy visible education space
econ, program
shops/markets women’s only cultural center

or depri

structural

laws

ethics
cultures
values
patriarchy
neglegence
dismissal

structural

courthouse

women’s only space

cultural center

temporality

court house

buildings to combat violence
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To learn more about what pcoplc think about iiving in Johanncsburg, a range of Cthnographic research was
conducted, including interviews with pcopic who have lived or are iiving in south africa, reading stories shared
online, watching documentaries, and talking to professors and shelter leaders inJohanncsburg. These are some
of the words and themes that stood out to me, and this shows that there is a gcncra] public perception of
fcciing unsafe. Some common themes I saw that surpriscd me were fear within home, fear of bcing alone, and

fcar OfPCOpiC that arc i(IlOer and tI’UStCCl.

To code the interviews | documented topics frcqucntiy mentioned or Cmphasizcd in the different interviews
and stories, examined their associated mcanings, connected these mcanings to sccondary sources, typicaiiy
databased and peer reviewed studies, and then found architecture that aims to address those spccii‘ic probicms

around d’lC WOrid.
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“The home is not even safe sometimes” Y so peop y
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‘ “I would make it safer”

“I won’t walk alone at night”

“I was raped...by a boy who I thougl

“It’s a nice area but you still have to be aware”
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“Many [women] remain marginalised from the economic and social mainstream”

Center for Women- Masai Village, Tanzania Women’s Opportunity Center- Kayonza, Rwanda InsideOut School- Abetenim, Ghana From Landscape to Roofscape- Kisumu, Kenya Urban Womb- Seoul, South Korea

Education, Community, Culcural Center Economic Enrichment, Community Center Education Center Community, cultural Center Community, Economic Enrichment, Education Center

o F 15,
Shelter for Victims- Tel Aviv, Isracl Women’s Education Center- Nowon-Gu, South Korea Maternal Women's Shelter, Gradignan, France Women's House of Ouled Merzoug: Idelsane, Morocco Shelter for Women Victims of Violence- Uruapan, Mexico
Domestic Violence Sheler, Support Facility Community Center, Women's Shelter, Support Facility Women's Shelter, Support Facility Community, Education Center Domestic Violence Shelter

KWIECO Shelter House- Moshi Urban Tanzania Beyond Survival- Teknaf Upazila, Bangladesh Montecasino- Johannesburg , South Africa Sheleer for Women- Johannesburg South Africa Coven Coworking Space for Women- St Paul, USA
Community Center, Shelrer, Support Facilicy Community Center, Suppore Facility Culural Center Domesic Violence Shelter Economic Enrichment Center, Suppore Facility
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In discussions with professors and shelter leaders, I learned about the cxisting shelter system, and the flaws in the system. Some parts of
the conversation that stood out to me were: that there is a lot of centralized trauma in shelters because of the lack of alone space. People
in shelters often do not have access to resources: such as education, jobs, daycare, and fresh food. Additionally, male idcntifying children

over the age of 15, are not allowed to live in the sheleer wich their moms resulting in child neglect.

lcaving asupport circle, family friends etc, is a last resort
there are shelters in cities but there's not cnough
there is very little space per person in these shelters as is

in shelters multiplc pcoplc live in the same dwclling

Sl‘lClthS are CXPCHSiVC and rulc heavy to build

PCOPlC COUlCl sharc cxisting abandoned homcs

there is a lack of sustained investment ) ) ) o
pcoplc can live with mult1plc families but need space

no support for children, cspccially male children ) )
there needs to be an economic enrichment space

there is alot of centralized trauma in one space which l kinthe h b hevh
leads to more instances of emotional violence peopic getstuck in the homes because they have

nowhere else to go
having lots of spaces instead of one central space

how to still providc ahome for people looking for them



most unsafe

: Enclosure: People can feel safe when hidden/ enclosed within architecture.
| Additional layers of enclosure may make a space feel even safer. The scale

‘Lnfl:he enclosure is imporrant, different size spaces effect the perception. K

most unsafe

Familiarity: Some people need to feel comfortable with their surroundings.
The sense of familiarity might be what makes some comfortable. For others,
! the familiarity might be triggering and unsafe as it brings back the trauma.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| mostunsafe
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

most unsafe

Access to Necessities: People who have experienced trauma, especially abuse
. will often need a space to recover, and be able to function on their own. They |
might need therapy, education, access to financial help and more. I

|
L L _______ J

most unsafe

Visibility: Some people feel more safe when they are within crowds of
people, others feel more safe in intimate settings. People may also want to
! have all of their surroundings within sight to be able assess them.

economically dependant
I no job/no education

money controlled by buser

$ most unsafe

Economic Freedom: People who have experienced financial manipulation,
or have a situation that requires them to leave their home need a way to be
! financially independent in order to function without their abuser.

most unsafe

Noise: Some people feel safest when they cannot be distracted by any of
| their surroundings. Some people are also scared of loud noises, ﬂashing
I lights, and anything that might clog their sense. Others need noise.

architecture making safety

£1oyes Surzifene

Ansru



The site that will be used to proposc intervention in is Johanncsburg. This map shows the concentration of recorded sexual crimes around the city

Ansru

and has a complicated history due to forced resertlement and segregation during Apartheid.,

KEY INFORMATION

%
/ / Extreme Recorded Sexual Crime
%

High Recorded Sexual Crime

Medium-Low Recorded Sexual Crime

. Natural/Non

Human Area
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. From this map and other research [ determined that the site [ wanted to work in was Alexandra because it has a high level of recorded sexual crimes,

11 spatializing safety mistry

City

Sandton
Wynberg
Alexandra
Jobannesburg
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7

safety

framework

answering a series of related questions
using this background research

what form of safety is the

space meant to address? architecture.

narrative.
how permanent are the
users of the space?

attack?
how old are the users?

what are additional
circusmstances that need

to be addressed?

what is important to the

' are users under immediate
' users and context?

For the design phase it was important that the needs of individuals are met, without the architecture being prescriptive or making
probiematic assumptionsi In order to create a system that is less static, [ wanted to experiment with creating an architectural network
within a city that provides peopie with the agency to create their own space. Instead of designing a singie buiiding, [ wanted to design

the basis for peopie to build their own network and safe spaces.

Using the definitions of safety, and the needs that were expressed by peopie through interviews and shared stories, a series of design
guides were created to heip peopie design and build safe spaces according to their needs. The current collection of guides is limited to

the narratives [ was able to collectin my short rescarch period.

Each of the booklets has a series design options, and construction methods for peopie to choose from to build their own space.
Additionaiiy, in the guides there are piaces to source the materials from, piaces like recyciing facilicies. This series provides users with

options for how to think about circulation, program piacement, and privacy through different built means.

Additionaiiy, awebsite was created for users seeking safety to input their narratives and outputa series of suggested guides to build their

own safe space, while still being able to access the other guides, SO peopie have agency to create their own space
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On the website there is a section, called “‘How can i dcsign a safcspacc,” that allows users to answer a series of narrative qucstions to providc

pcoplc with guidc suggcstions that thcy can use to construct or seek out cheir own safe space. Additionally the website is set up to be a

growing database of dcsign and construction resources. The website is still bcing po]ishcd and refined, but under the view prescntation link

you can view this whole prcscntation.

guide 1
exterior barrier

guide 2
program barrier

guide 3
aesthetics

guide 5
house

series of guides
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exterior barrier

contents: material barrier (wall)
foliage barrier (trees)
physical barrier (gate)

ad

this guide is for how to create a barrier between the home and the street through
material building. it is purely about boundary. the different options provide space
from the street, while also mitigating noise.

foliage barrier

the foliage barrier helps integrate the natural environment into this part of Alexandra, as green-

ery is lacking from the area. the foliage is also used as a way of creating a more subtle barrier
from the street.

components

the different components to build this are listed above and it would be important to measure
and record the amount of material needed. the metal sheets

assembly

this option is for people seeking a barrier between their home and the street without needing to

interact with other people. it is purely about boundary. the different options provide space from
the stree, while also mitigating noise.

breakdown of each guide

SI
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[ proposcd an cxamplc home using a combination of these guidcs and some ofmy collected narratives as tools to mold che components
of the building. This spatial cxamplc is a home for a small family, and a daycare facility for the community. The daycare creates a buffer

zone thWCCl’l tl’lC hOU.SC 8.1’1C1 thC street to form anothcr laycr OfS&fCtYA

The lofted home providcs aspace forasmall family to live, work, and educate. The daycare space allows for the pcoplc living in the home
to drop off the kids and go to work, or even work and run the daycatc space. Additionaﬂy the different methods of circulation allow for
the spaces to merge while still kccping the home offset and private. Different entryway schemes to the different spaces also allow fora
buffer between the public and the private. Barrier and aesthetic methods, such as metal siding and a pitched roof allow for the home to
become more durable and also create an aesthetic basis for the network to follow to subtly connect the houses throughout the existing
ncighborhood. Subte changcs such as these allow for the architecture to exist cohcsivcly with the context and still allow pcoplc to be

cmbcddcd Within thC context Thcsc changcs also allow EO[’ abandoncd hOU.SCS to bC rcpurposcd.



Conditions and Inferred needs

Programmartic Need Childcare
Therapy
Own Space
Job Space

Spatial Condition Hidden
Quier

Familiar
Comfortable

Temporality Permanent
single mom, with 2 young children main archiectural intervention

escaping domestic violence Urgency Immediate single home with buffer space

s guide i designed o show pesple how 1o creste 3 loAed space 30d how 1o
sin liows or

guide 5
house

compenents

guide 3
aesthetics

L1
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see: guide 1: exterior barrier /%%f%%f%///é% \\\\\\
‘ DA77077

/%/,

see: guide : house

creating a barrier from the street lofted space to add an additional

18
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Hnga b 1 Wy N N : !
that is physically made 7/ ,/////ﬁ%/%f/ \\.\\\\ \ layer of street separation.
; % /,\ \ ;
| 77 1 >,
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see: guide 2: temporary stay barrier

daycare space for members of
the community and network

see: guide : circulation

extra circulation space that
connects the barrier to the home

E

see: guide : circulation

shared space that further offsets
the entrance to the home

see: guide : aesthetic

aroof that can match other
buildings for a cohesive network

®

see: guide : aesthetic

mediating space that allows the
futher diffusion of spaces

see: aesthetic guide

chosing how the building can
match the network and context

final design outcome
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physical model images




This network additionally operates at 2 scales, the building scale and the urban scale. In a more urban context, the network can borrow
from eXisting resources as a way of interlinl(ing a community of survivors with the rest of the community. Certain programs can play a
dual role of connecting with the community, through restaurants, medical spaces, or daycares, that can be used by people beyond the
network, while employing people who are part of the network.

For urban exploration, [ mapped the resources that existed within the Community and [ also mapped houses that could be occupied
within proximity of those resources. To chose which houses or built spaces to document, [ looked for buildings that had signs of
abandonment on google carth. I noted boarded up windows and doors, and buildings with mild exterior damage. By choosing all of

these spaces around existing resources, this network can borrow from the community with ease.



North

5306 Selbourne Street
Alexandra

5310 Selbourne Street

Alexandr:

5986 Selbourne Street
Alexandra

network resource

this ls

barrier space

the netwark. this space |
peeple

mes from
community within a community.

5210 3rd Avenue
Alexandra

40 3rd Street
Sandton

100m x200m
| rectangle

network business

simple wall. this

the wall barrler is 3 way to mitigate noise from the street without needing more than just a
by 1o the street,

 and

665 Rainbow Street
South St, Sandton

683 Pretoria Main Road
Sandton

existing amenities + network sites

community resource

this is.a way for the network to operate bayond the personal capacity. this option is best for
people who want extra distance between them and the street and the added protectior

hat may

community engagement guides

| 4
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In conclusion, solidifying architectural tcclmiqucs that can be used to invoke the fccling of safcty points us towards a problcm that is
present and active in socicty. By ﬁnding the need to hide pcoplc and kccp them safe, we are informed of a greaterissuce thatwould require
more than the means of architecture to address. This thesis can be a catalyst for providing dcsign options that could be used to transform
existing spaces with materials that can be found locally and Casily assembled. This database can providc users with the agency to create
their own safe spaces and find a new community. From this pastycar [ have learned abour the ways in which architecture can be an agent

in changc: and the ways it remains PaSSiVC.

[

every single narrative cannot be collected/analysed
without tcsting we wouldnt know if this system works

without living there my role is limited to word of mouth

leaving a support circle, family friends etc, is a last resort
5 PP Y architecture has the ability to be an active agent, but not

o , all dcsign isactive, some is passive

there are shelters in cities but theres not Cnough

itis difficule to make an understood cohesive necwork

pcoplc define safcty in different ways

e have diff deand , there still needs to be analysis done to understand more
cople have different needs and narratives -
peop about urban connectivity and the larger scale

architecture and design cannot change everything
there are many forces that make architecture effective

architecture and dcsign is passive for safety currcntly

to dcsign cffcctivcly we need to listen to the pcoplc we

design for



