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The aesthetics of Junkspace are not distant from the design 
profession. Harnessing their un-curated urban and formal 
strategies can inform a future for how to have design agency 
within the market, playing into its own paradoxical collapse. 
Developed in earnest, the thesis pursues only one route to 
regain this agency for the architect. Evaluating architecture’s 
autonomy from the market is the most fundamental 
question to be answered for the discipline currently, and 
requires equal parts rhetorical speculation and earnest, 
optimistic, developments. The market, and the resultant 
features of the built environment, are inevitable, the thesis 
engages this as something to exploit not lament.



If presence is indeed the precondition to the political, as 
Hannah Arendt outlines in the human condition, then 
property is the infrastructure by which the economy goes 
from a collection of abstract ideas to embodied form, and 
therefore a political presence directly influencing human 
behavior and existence. Private property derives the built 
environment from profit centric means. Setting the city at 
odds with its tenants. These tenants have a right to the city, 
a right to its development, and for people to have any hand 
in that private property needs to be critically re-imagined. 

Hyper-Junk is this critique, developed in earnest and with 
optimism, within a market where property is the primary 
orderer of people and the built environment alike.



An Annotated Manifesto
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A collection of the real makeup of the modern cityA collection of the real makeup of the modern city
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The Junkspace atlas 
provided real examples of 
what Junkspace is, and has 
become, since the writing of 
the essay by Rem Koolhaas 
in 2001. Contextualizing 
these spaces, and addressing 
their specificity, through 
digital model re-frames their 
intentions and shows their 
architectural significance in 
organizing space. Recognizing 
these spaces for their value 
re-orients the perspective on 
the built environment away 
from the most recognizable 
structures, and towards the 
more regular and accessible. 
These spaces become 
precedent in the design 
proposal for Hyper-Junk.



The year 2050, City’s are projected by the UN to grow to house 65% of the world’ The year 2050, City’s are projected by the UN to grow to house 65% of the world’ 
population. Long Island City, being a primary development focus for the city of population. Long Island City, being a primary development focus for the city of 
New York, is treated  as a testing grounds for a new hyper-scaling of the city. The New York, is treated  as a testing grounds for a new hyper-scaling of the city. The 
private lot parcel is substitued for the cubic foot parcel, allowing for the open private lot parcel is substitued for the cubic foot parcel, allowing for the open 
trading of each available cubic foot across the jurisdiction. The property company trading of each available cubic foot across the jurisdiction. The property company 
Simul emerges as the primary buyer of these parcels and commissions a design Simul emerges as the primary buyer of these parcels and commissions a design 
for a new superstructure branching from the developing downtown towards the for a new superstructure branching from the developing downtown towards the 
developing waterfront, over the tops of the low rise neighborhood between.developing waterfront, over the tops of the low rise neighborhood between.
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